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with  Japanese  Baptists,  the  Japanese  gov-  •  "~t ' ->  ,-..■ 

emment,  and  the  NGO  (non-govemmen-  Japan.  Donations  received  will  be  chan-  Japanese  authorise 
tal  organization)  community.  Once  the  neled  to  Baptist  disaster  relief  wodfte^lMperate  on  the  pres 

fSsWS&i  „dr*s  xr “  rr  “  “nnrr  7jilir1lniirr~-  F 

BO!  expects  to  move  into  a  broad  relief  Mississippi  Baptwt  Convention  Board,  quake  and  tsunami 
initiative  m  partnership  with  churches  of  with  'Japan  Disaster  Assistance'  noted  on  However,  goverrur 
tnejapan  Baptist  Convention,  Palmer  said,  die  memo  line.  Donations  may  be  mailed  there  are  so  tar  no  i 
The  Japanese  government  has  request-  to  MBCB  Business  Office,  P.O.  Box  530,  ardous  emissions  of  n 
ed  international  assistance  for  the  large-  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  No  in-kind  into  the  atmosphere.  / 
scale  relief  effort.  Two  US.  aircraft  cam-  donations  are  being  accepted  at  this  time,  pie  have  been  evacuate 
er  groups  are  off  Japan’s  coast,  beginning  'Any  questions  can  be  directed  to  the  No  IMB  personnel  1 

to  help  deliver  food  and  water;  according  MBCB  Men's  Ministry  Department  at  the  affected  by  the  evacu 
to  new  reports.  Two  U.S.  search  and  res-  port  office  box  listed  above.  Telephone:  Oue,  another  IMB  repre 
cue  teams  arrived  March  13.  (601)  292-3334  or  toll-free  outside  IMB  missionaries  to 

The  government,  however,  has  said  it  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  334.  E-mail:  of  their  weekend  shov 
does  not  intend  to  request  large  numbers  cwright@mbcb.org*  and  sludge  with  their 

of  international  volunteers,  so  the  BCR  Japanese  Christians,  although  a  small  Almost  every  street 

strategy  will  be  designed  around  part-  minority  of  the  battered  Asian  nation  s  Sharon  Bennett  and  h 
nership  initiatives  with  Japan  Baptist  populace,  gathered  in  churches  and  in  northern  Japan  was 
churches.  Palmer  said.  Bible  studies  Sunday  to  pray  for  those  and  covered  with  gray 

Working  through  those  congregations,  still  missing  after  the  March  11  earth-  dren  played  in  the 
who  have  deep  ties  in  their  communi-  quake  —  now  listed  as  9.0  in  magnitude  worked  together 
ties,  will  ensure  the  effectiveness  of  relief  —  and  tsunami  that  followed.  The  Bennetts  were  he 

efforts,  he  said,  and  also  guarantee  dona-  Teresa  Seelen,  a  Southern  Baptist  the  largest  earthquake 
tions  will  be  used  efficiently  since  a  por-  missionary,  worshipped  at  one  church  hit  They  took  shelter 
tion  of  gifts  will  not  have  to  be  diverted  where  believers  spent  the  entire  service  watched  as  items  fell  ofi 
to  cover  overhead  expenses.  praying  for  friends  and  family  by  'I  prayed  out  lou< 

» .  11  Gym,  consultant  in  the  Men's  name,  as  well  as  collecting  a  love  offer-  said.  #ln  my  heart  1  wa 
Ministry  Department  of  the  Mississippi  ing  for  disaster  relief  following  the  worst.  [  honestly  thoui 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  in  country's  strongest-ever  earthquake  going  to  come  down  c 
Jackson,  said  March  14  that  Mississippi  and  the  tsunami's  walls  of  seawater  20  years  in  Japan,  this 
Baptists  are  prepared  to  nelp  as  relief  that  destroyed  vast  numbers  of  neigh-  longest  earthquake  I  hi 
e  are  ramPec*  UP-  borhoods  and  villages  along  Japan's  preparing  myself  to  mi 

If  teams  are  requested  by  Japanese  northern  Pacific  coast.  A  seemingly  endles: 

Baptist  leadership  through  BGK,  the  "Through  tears,  they  called  out  names  shocks  shook  the  com 


New  Zealand 
Baptists  ask 
for  prayer 

CHRISTCHURCH,  New 
Zealand  (BP)  —  Two  weeks 
after  a  6.3-magnitude  earth¬ 
quake  demolished  much  of 
Christchurch,  New  Zealand, 
emergency  workers  are  still 
patting  bodies  from  the  rubble 
and  residents  are  being  told  to 
keep  boiling  or  treating  drink¬ 
ing  water. 

A  New  Zealand  Baptist 
leader  has  asked  believers 
worldwide  to  pray  for  their 
country  during  a  time  of 
unprecedented  struggle.  "This 
is  a  time  of  severe  trauma  and 
unchartered  territory  for  all 
people,"  Kefvyu  Fairhall, 
national  administrator  of 
Baptist  Churches  of  New 
Zealand,  said  in  a  statement 
sent  to  the  Baptist  Global 
Response  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  organization. 

"There  will  be  huge  ques¬ 
tions  and  issues  that  our  pas¬ 
tors  and  their  leaders  have  to 
grapple  with  over  the  next  few 
days,  weeks  and  months." 


use.  was 


de  quake  Sunday  morning. 

While  officials  mounted  efforts  to  avert  a 
esible  nuclear  crisis,  rescuers  continued 
frantically  scramble  to  find  survivors. 


mud  and  rubble,  res- 


In  the  name  of  celebrity  worship 


lor  the  average  Martian  who  lands  on  earth,  it  must  be  truly  dif-  masterpiece,  The  Final  Testament  of  the  Holy  Bible, 
ficult  to  understand  the  fame  and  fortune  that  America  pro-  Apparently  r  j  legitimate  publisher  will  touch  it. 
vides  its  celebrities.  While  the  northern  half  of  the  world's  mild  According  to  a  March  14  article  in  the  New  York  Post,  Frye's 
»t  economy  —  until  recently  the  world's  second  largest  econo-  lead  character  in  the  book,  Ben  Jones,  is  depicted  as  the 
—  has  virtually  disappeared  along  with  many  of  its  inhabitants  Messiah,  a  destitute  alcoholic  and  pot  smoker  in  the  Bronx 
to  a  history-making  earthquake  and  subsequent  tsunami,  we  who  impregnates  a  prostitute,  seduces  men,  and  teaches  his 
id  hours  in  front  of  our  televisions  trying  to  get  a  glimpse  of  followers  that  the  Bible  is  "antiquated"  and  "meaningless." 
tey  Spears'  cellulite  and  Brad  Pitt's  latest  sexy  photos.  The  Post  also  quotes  Jones  the  Messiah  in  the  book  as 

he  Middle  East  may  be  in  flames  and  our  foreign  oil  9up-  preaching,  "Faith  is  what  you  use  to  oppress,  to  justify,  to 
may  be  in  jeopardy,  but  what  we  really  want  to  know  are  judge  in  the  name  of  God...  a  means  to  rationalize  more  evil  in 

'  this  world  than  anything  in  history.  If  there  were  a  devil,  faith 
would  be  his  greatest  invention." 

Lovely.  Frey  told  the  Post  that  the  novel  is  "a  theoretical 
third  volume  of  the  Bible  —  there  was  the  Old,  there  was  the 
New,  and)  this  is  the  Final.  I’m  sure  the  religious  right  will  go 
crazy  because  the  story  of  Ben...  is  hardly  the  Messiah  they 
have  in  mind.  But  I  don’t  really  care...  I  tried  to  write  a  radical 
book.  ...I’m  releasing  it  in  a  radical  way." 

Apparently,  part  of  his  radical  strategy  is  to  release  the  book 
on  Good  Friday  for  "maximum  impact  in  the  U.S.,"  the  Post 
article  noted. 

It  should  surprise  no  one  if  Frye's  latest  handiwork  is  a  huge 
success,  despite  his  track  record  of  untruthfulness  and  deceit. 
Shame  on  America  for  glorifying  such  trash,  in  the  name  of 
celebrity  worship  and  at  the  expense  of  our  Lord  and  Savior. 

Jesus  Christ  is  hardly  the  figure  presented  in  novels  like  The 
Final  Testament  of  the  Bible,  but  it's  not  by  accident  that  He  is 
almost  always  presented  in  modem  literature  and  the  entertain¬ 
ment  industry  as  loathsome,  licentious,  and  self-serving. 

In  truth.  He  is  the  resurrected  Son  of  God  who  sits  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Feather,  dressed  in  robes  of  pure  radiance  the 
brightness  of  which  we  cannot  imagine.  He  is  indeed  coming 
again,  but  it  won't  be  as  a  sexually  opportunistic  alcoholic  and 
drug  user  in  a  dingy  New  York  City  borough 

Some  of  us  get  that,  and  some  of  us  don't  It  makes  a  differ¬ 
ence.  It  really  does.  On  that  fateful  day  of  judgment,  let  there 
be  no  doubt  which  side  each  of  us  has  chosen. 
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ASSASSINATED  —  Pakistan's  Christian  minority  spent  the  weekend  of  March  5-6  paying 

r»  nne»nl\/  cfrvkH  fr»r  hie  faith  in  •$  nn»inn  _ £ _ «.• _ ° 


-  « - T  — ,, — .  wccaciiu  ui  monn  3-0  paying 

respect  to  the  man  who  openly  stood  for  his  faith  in  a  nation  known  for  persecuting  Christians. 

"U 1  change  my  stance  today.  Even  with  three  days  set  aside  Ballinger  said  some 
who  wdi  speak  out? 1  am  mind-  by  the  government  for  mourn-  Christiara  are  encouraging  one 
I.can.be  assassinated  ing,  a  Christian  worker  said  another  to  be  people  of  hope  and 
anytime,  but  J  want  to  live  in  many  in  Pakistan’s  Christian  courage  and  to  show  love  to  this 

rlKlOrV  AC  A  miiranoruic  min  "  £ _ _ J  1 _ *  .  •  •  s .  — 


community  found  it  hard  to  difficult  time.  Several  college 
speak  openly  about  Bhatti  or  students  reminded  those  attena- 
meir  feelings  for  fear  they  would  ing  a  memorial  service  that  they 
be  targeted  for  persecution.  were  to  "love  our  enemies"  and 

"On  a  normal  day,  Christians  to  "be  witnesses  in  dais  place." 
are  the  persecuted  minority  'Why  do  you  think  God  has 
here,"  said  longtime  worker  birthed  us  in  this  country?"  one 
Worth  Bdllingjar-  (not  his  real  student  asked  fellow  mourners 
name),  explaining  that  only  "It’s  to  give  a  testimony  for 
1.5%  of  Pakistan's  185  million  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  give  a 
people  profess  to  be  Christian.  faithful  testimony  here  so  that 
"People  are  hiding  their  people  around  the  world  can 
emotions  for  the  most  part,  know  the  truth  about  Jesus." 
except  where  they  have  been  Pakistani  Christians  are  call- 
protesting,"  he  said.  ing  for  prayer  including: 

Hundreds  of  women  with  •  Punjabi  Christians  and 
black  flags  marched  on  March  4  believers  around  Pakistan  who 
in  Khushpur  demanding  the  are  more  than  ever  threatened 

irotection. 


Jesus  Christ 

Requests  the 

Honor  of 


Presence 
in  Heaven! 


PPFA  abortions  rise 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now!  ~~ 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Planned  Parenthood  Federation 
of  America  (PPFA),  the  country's  No.  1  abortion  provider, 

S  reported  its  affiliates  performed  332,278  of  the 
res  in  2009,  marking  an  increase  of  8,270  abortions 
08.  The  total  includes  procedures  performed  by 
surgical  means  in  its  clinics  as  well  as  those  done  by  use  of 
the  abortion  pill  RU  486.  It  is  the  15th  consecutive  year 
Planned  Parenthood’s  abortion  total  has  increased,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  National  Right  to  Life  Committee.  Planned 
Parenthood  may  be  responsible  for  far  more  abortions, 
though,  because  its  affiliates  distributed  13  million  "emer¬ 
gency  contraception"  kits  in  2009.  Emergency  contracep¬ 
tion,  also  known  as  the  morning-after  pill,  works  to 
restrict  ovulation  in  a  woman  but  it  also  can  act  after  con¬ 
ception,  thereby  causing  an  abortion.  This  mechanism  of 
the  drug  blocks  implantation  of  a  tiny  embryo  in  the  uter¬ 
ine  wall.  While  abortions  continued  to  increase  at  Planned 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lorct  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

A..  By  faiths  1  invite  Jesus 


hanged.  Tears  flowed  in  front  They 
of  Bnatti's  family  home  where  a  citize 
large  portrait  of  him  stood.  die  ar 
In  Islamabad,  Christians  • 
who  were  denied  the  chance  to  Bhatti 
say  a  final  goodbye  to  Bhatti  at  Christ 
a  memorial  service  protested  faith  i 
across  the  street  from  the  • 
Catholic  church.  In  other  places  leade 
around  the  country,  crowds  powe 
were  plm  and  well  behaved,  freed 
enduring  their  grief  and  pain.  practi 


decline.  Planned  Parenthi 


_ _ reported  only  977  referrals  in 

2009.  It  made  2,405  referrals  in  2008  and  4,912  in  2007. 
Though  Planned  Parenthood  protests  that  abortion  "is 
only  a  small  part  of  its  services,*  in  the  last  15  years  "it  has 
gone  from  committing  9.3%  of  all  abortions  in  the  United 
States  to  committing  27.5%,"  said  Jim  Sedlak,  vice  pres  - 
dent  of  American  Life  League.  Planned  Parenthood  has 


Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  mu  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12} 

If  you  make  a  decision  far 
today,  contact  a 


associate  dean  of  the  school's  performance  division,  is  installed  as  the  first 
occupant  of  the  Robert  L.  Burton  Chair  of  Conducting.  Burton  was  King's 
former  professor  and  former  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Brookhaven. 


grown  its  abortion  business  while  receiving  mare  and 
more  funds  from  federal,  state,  and  local  governments.  It 
was  the  beneficiary  of  $363.2  million  in  government  grants 
and  contracts  in  the  2008-09  fiscal  year,  which  was  $13.6 
million  more  than  in  2007-08.  Planned  Parenthood’s  total 
revenue  in  2008-09  was  $1.1  billion.  The  House  of 
Representatives  voted  Feb.  18  to  eliminate  ail  federal 
funding  of  Planned  Parenthood  in  legislation  to  provide 
funds  for  the  U.S.  government  through  September.  The 

fjpnalp  thnnah  i«  nnf  pynprtpH  frn  eunnnrt  mosci, m  ' 


In  what  may  be  a  wartime  first,  the  number  of  professions  of 
faith  exceeds  the  number  of  U.S.  casualties  during  Operation  Desert 
Storm.  At  least  1,200  professions  of  faith  were  recorded  by  Southern 
Baptist  chaplains  serving  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 


Jesus  Christ  ti  _ 

local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


First  Church,  Newton,  holds  dedication  services  for  their  new 
$102,000  education  annex  Mar.  5.  Chester  L.  Quarles,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Mississippi  Bapist  Convention  Board,  delivers  the  dedica¬ 
tory  message.  J.N.  Triplett,  pastor. 
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Clue  G-W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  One:  Eleven 


m  DIRECT 

!  1-800-231-067$  I 
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Prayer  Points  — 
Morning  Meetings 

As  we  encourage  people  to 
be  a  part  of  Covering 
Mississippi  in  Prayer,  we 
keep  asking  folks  to  join  in  a 
prayei  time  before  eight 
o'clock  each  morning.  While 
prayer  can  take  place  any¬ 
where  and  anytime  day  or 
night,  as  you  prepare  to  go  to 
work,  or  school,  or  to  begin 
your  daily  routine,  what  a 
marvelous  thing  it  is  to  meet 
with  the  Father  and  to  hear 
from  God  before  talking  with 
everyone  else.  Jesus  seemed 
to  practice  this  and  it  is  beau¬ 
tifully  stated  in  Mark  1:35, 
"And  in  the  morning,  rising 
up  a  great  while  before  day, 
he  went  out,  and  departed 
into  a  solitary  place,  and 
there  prayed/'  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  if  you  develop  a 
morning  meeting  with  the 
Lord,  it  will  be  an  enriching 
and  long-term  inspirational 
experience.  What  can  happen 
in  these  morning  meetings? 

First,  there  can  be  commu¬ 
nion  with  God.  Can  you 
imagine  Jesus  going  out 
alone  to  a  solitary  place,  and 
there  He  meets  and  talks 
with  the  Father  before  any 
interaction  with  the  disciples 
or  challenges  from  His  oppo¬ 
nents?  If  you  see  prayer  as  a 
wonderful  meeting  with 
God  —  the  One  who  made 
you,  knows  you,  loves  you, 
forgives  you,  and  will  lead 
you  through  the  day  —  it  can 
make  a  wonderful  difference 
just  to  commune  with  Him. 
Actually,  it  can  change  your 
approach  to  prayer  and 
make  a  difference  in  your 
attitude  about  prayer.  If  at 
times  your  prayer  life 
becomes  dull,  dreary,  or 
even  dreaded,  realize  that  it 
is  a  magnificent  opportunity 
for  you  to  spend  time  with 
our  great  Creator  God. 

A  friend  of  mine  had  the 
opportunity  to  be  at  the 
White  House  and  was  invited 
to  come  and  meet  with  the 
President  in  the  Oval  office. 
He  was  telling  me  about  the 
event  and  the  amount  of  time 
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that  the  President  gave  him 
and  a  few  others.  He  was  just 
absolutely  giddy  as  he  told 
about  the  meeting.  While  I 
have  never  been  there,  I  was 
impressed  that  he  got  to  go.  I 
thought  about  what  an 
incredible  privilege  I  have  in 
being  invited  by  the  God  of 
all  the  ages  to  come  and  meet 
with  Him  and  spend  as  much 
time  as  I  would  like  just  visit- 
ingwith  Him. 

The  second  thing  that  can 
happen  out  of  this  morning 
meeting  is  consistency  can  be 
put  in  place.  Virtually  every 
area  of  discipline  in  life  is 
eroded  by  lack  of  consistency. 
You  can  be  preparing  for  a 
marathon,  studying  a  foreign 
language,  or  trying  to  stay  on 
a  diet,  and  one  of  the  essen¬ 
tial  components  of  your  suc¬ 
cess  will  be  consistency.  It  is 
also  true  in  the  spiritual  life 
or  in  this  case,  the  dimension 
of  your  prayer  life.  I  am  not 
talking  about  forming  a  habit 
m  your  life  to  pray,  but  ah 
unalterable  .onaistency  of 
wanting  to  meet  with  God.  I 
am  talking  about  being  con¬ 
sistent  in  meeting  with  God 
simply,  studiously,  and  day 
by  aay.  If  you  do  that  over  a 
period  of  time,  that  consis¬ 
tency  will  pay  rich  dividends. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  get  away 
from  that  living  pattern. 

A  third  feature  of  the 
morning  meetings  is  content¬ 
ment.  Let's  suppose  that  each 
morning  you  faithfully  meet 
with  God  and  look  over  your 
entire  day.  There  are  some 


lOOMNC  FOR  A  fART-TIMf  YOUTH 
MfNKTER  at  a  small  church  in  the 
Hatoeshurg  area.  If  you  are  interested 

rr  * 

ywres^  Resumes  can  be  emailed  to 
Draoetbdxwe.com 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of 

nMFluu^m2S £  SH*0NC  A  FUll 
TIME  MINISTIR  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH. 

Interested  candidates  need  to  submit 
and  »  DVD  if  possible  to 
FBC,  Stonewall  P.O.  Box  1178 

SEIF  CREEK  SOUTHERN  BATUST 
CHURCH.  OKTIBBEHA  COUNTY  * 
SraUNG  A  81- VOCATIONAL  PASTOR. 
E-mail I  resume  to:  bandcbutfertFaol.com 

Ms"397592795  BroWm  R°*d'  aaritvil|e 

HBT  baptist  NEW  ALBANY  H  T AK- 

i«T't^rPVi,CAnONS  ORGAN. 

1ST  by  calling  662-534-5B12. 


jys,  .  content"  (Isa.  57:20).  The  man 

4  '.  or  woman  who  walks  with 
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bne.  There  are  other  things  immediate  prayer  moment 
foat  may  be  challenging  or  may  cease,  but  it  leads  to  a 
difficult  to  deal  with,  and  you  bold  faith.  You  know  that  as 
know  they  are  out  there  and  you  walk  through  the  dav 
you  will  face  them.  You  hold  God  will  neithef  leave  you 
mem  up  to  God.  Of  course  nor  forsake  you. 
there  are  those  thing  that  are  If  you  have  been  meeting 
just  absolutely  off  foe  radar  with  Him  in  the  mornings 
the  unknowns  you  will  face  keep  it  up.  If  for  some  reason 

C*n  y™  started,  got  diverted,  and 

you  into  God  that  you  will  be  stopped,  start  over.  If  you 
assured  of  His  presence  started,  stopped,  and  just  got 
throughout  the  day.  stuck  in  d£ng  nothing  Jid 
Whatever  you  are  facing  going  nowhere,  allow  foe 
there  will  be  a  contentment  Lord  to  come  and  reinvico- 
reigmng  m  your  heart,  feaiah  rate  you  and  to  carry  vou 
s^a  ruttf^  wicked  are  Uke  along  in  the  daysihead 
the  troubled  sea,  shifting  Meet  Him  in  the  mornings' 

waves  that  seem  to  go  one  _ _ B 

way  and  then  another  but  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
always  m  turmoil  and  dis-  jfutral@mbcb.org 


things  that  you  need  to  deal 
with  because  they  are  rou¬ 
tine.  There  are  other  things 
that  may  be  challenging  or 
difficult  to  deal  with,  and  you 
know  they  are  out  there  and 
you  will  face  them.  You  hold 
them  up  to  God.  Of  course 
there  are  those  things  that  are 
just  absolutely  off  foe  radar 
foe  unknowns  you  will  face 
in  the  day  Prayer  can  so  lock 
you  into  God  that  you  will  be 
assured  of  His  presence 
throughout  the  day. 
Whatever  you  are  facing 
there  will  be  a  contentment 
reigning  in  your  heart.  Isaiah 
said,  "But  foe  wicked  are  like 
foe  troubled  sea,  shifting 
waves  that  seem  to  go  one 
way  and  then  another  but 
always  in  turmoil  and  dis- 
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Practical  Principles 


ConsideringimmigratiorwSfonruisbothChS^^^^RS? 


By  Rob  Chambers 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Comm. 

The Jollouhng  commentary  on  immigra- 
tem  reform  is  authored  in  part  by  The  Ethics 
&  Religious  Liberty  Commission  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 

The  time  has  come  for  our  nation  to 
-  resolve  its  immigration  dilemma.  It  is 
imperative  that  we  find  an  acceptable 
solution  to  the  disposition  of  the  mil¬ 
lions  oi  undocumented  immigrants 
living  iri  our  nation. 

Currently,  the  two  extremes  of 
deportation  and  amnesty  are  being 
played  against  each  other,  resulting  in  a 
stalemate  in  Congress.  We  believe  that 
neither  of  the  two  extremes  are  appro¬ 
priate,  workable  solutions.  To  force 
those  who  are  here  illegally  to  leave  is 
neither  politically  viable  nor  humani¬ 
tarian.  To  offer  blanket  amnesty  to 
those  who  broke  foe  immigration  laws 
of  our  country  and  their  own  countries 
is  disrespectful  of  the  rule  of  law.  What 
is  needed  is  a  solution  that  respects  the 
rule  of  law  while  at  the  same  time  treats 
undocumented  immigrants  in'  the 
nation  compassionately. 

As  Christians,  we  acknowledge  that  we 
must  think  through  the  question  of  illegal 
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immigration  not 
only  as  offended, 
concerned  citizens, 
but  also  as  compas¬ 
sionate  Christians. 
Jesus  instructed 
His  followers  to 
love  all  men,  even 
those  who  hate 
them  (see  Luke 
6:27-38).  He 
instructed  His  fol¬ 
lowers  to  meet  the 
needs  of  those  who 
are  suffering 
_  (Matthew  25:31- 

46).  The  writer  of  the  Book  of  Hebrews 
instructed  his  readers  to  "show  hospitali¬ 
ty  to  strangers"  (Hebrews  13:2). 

As  Christian  citizens,  we  believe 
God  has  something  to  say  to  us  about 
how  our  nation  deals  with  this  issue. 
We  believe  our  nation  must  think 
about  immigration  from  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  all  parties  affected  We  believe 
that  God  sought  to  teach  Israel  to 
think  about  justice  in  this  way  as  well. 
He  told  His  people,  "You  shall  do  no 
injustice  in  judgment;  you  shall  not  be 
partial  to  foe  poor  nor  defer  to  the 
great,  but  you  are  to  judge  your  neigh¬ 
bor  fairly'' (Leviticus  19:15). 


l  tie  issue  of  immigration  must  also 
be  considered  from  foe  perspective  of 
the  core  values  of  the  welcoming 
nation.  God  ordained  civil  govern¬ 
ment  (Romans  13:1-7).  He  charged  it 
with  the  responsibility  of  providing 
for  the  security,  wellbeing,  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  foe  people  under  its  authority. 
As  such,  foe  civil  authority  has  a 
responsibility  to  assure  that  its  poli¬ 
cies  honor  this  charge  from  God. 

While  we  are  certain  that  many 
details  must  be  addressed,  we  offer 
below  what  we  consider  to  be  foe  pri¬ 
mary  features  of  a  just  immigration  pol¬ 
icy.  We  believe  these  features  incorpo¬ 
rate  our  nation's  core  values  and  God's 
guidance  for  the  treatment  of  immi¬ 
grants  in  a  way  that  respects  both  the 
rule  of  law  and  the  dignity  of  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  men,  women,  and  children  who 
are  currently  living  here  illegally. 

Secure  Borders.  We  expect  any  sys¬ 
tem  that  is  put  in  place  to  be  able  to 
prohibit  illegal  entiy. 

Appropriate  ana  adequate  penal¬ 
ties  and  requirements.  If  those  who 
are  here  illegally  desire  to  remain 
here,  they  must  undergo  a  criminal 
background  check,  pay  a  fine,  agree  to 
p*y  back  taxes,  learn  to  speak,  write, 
and  read  English  and  get  in  line 


behind  those  who  are  legally  migrat¬ 
ing  into  this  country  in  order  to  apply 
for  permanent  residence  after  a  proba¬ 
tionary  period  of  years.  They  must 
also  acknowledge  and  pledge  alle¬ 
giance  to  America's  governmental 
structure,  foe  duties  of  citizenship  and 
our  core  values  as  embodied  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

Adequate  penalties  for  those  who 
Hire  undocumented  immigrants 
Businesses  that  hire  workers  illegally  do 
so  for  profit.  Such  businesses  should  be 
penalized  for  their  own  participation  in 
the  encouragement  of  illegal  immigra¬ 
tion  and  breaking  the  nation's  employ¬ 
ment  and  labor  laws. 

Paths  to  legal  status.  The  nation 
should  offer  multiple  forms  of  legal  sta¬ 
tus  with  appropriate  requirements  for 
each-  We  propose  that  our  nation  pursue 
all  these  avenues  simultaneously,  such 
as  citizenship,  permanent  or  temporary 
legal  residency,  temporary  worker,  etc. 

A  dependable  worker  verification 
system.  The  government  must  provide 
bus  nesses  with  a  responsive,  up-to-date 
system  that  enables  them  to  verify  a 
worker's  status  within  one  week. 


Chambers  can  be  contacted  at  601-292- 
3331  oral  rchambers@christianaction.com. 


Housecommitte6  votes  to  defend  federal  Defense  of  Marriage  Act 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
U5.  House  of  Representatives 
officially  got  involved  March  9  in 
defending  foe  Defense  of 
Marriage  Act  (DOMA)  when  a 
bipartisan  leadership  panel 
voted  3-2  along  party  lines  to 
support  foe  law  in  federal  court 
Tne  move  by  foe  House 
Bipartisan  Leadership  Advisory 
Group  came  two  weeks  after 
President  Obama  ordered  the 


i  signed  i 

defines  marriage  for  federal  pur¬ 
poses  as  between  one  man  and 
one  woman.  A  handful  of  federal 
lawsuits  against  it  are  pending. 

House  Speaker  John  Boehner 
(R-Ohio)  released  a  brief  state¬ 
ment  saying  foe  House  general 
counsel  "has  been  directed  to 
initiate  a  legal  defense"  of  the 


law,  which  passed  in  19%  by 
sup<  r  majorities  of  84-15  in  the 
Sera  te  and  342-67  in  foe  House 
and  was  signed  by  U.S. 
President  Bill  Clinton. 

The  move  by  the  advisory 
grojp  does  not  require 
approval  by  the  full  House. 

i  he  decision  by  Obama  not  to 
defend  DOMA  was  seen  as  high¬ 
ly  unusual,  as  foe  Department  of 
Justice  often  defends  laws  in 
court  that  are  personally 
opposed  by  presidents. 

Obama  said  he  believes  the 
law  is  unconstitutional. 
Although  a  court  ruled  it 
unconstitutional  in  2010,  other 
federal  courts  have  upheld  it. 
Observers  expect  the  DOMA 
lawsuit  will  eventually  come 
before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

"This  action  by  foe  House 
will  ensure  that  this  law's  consti- 
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tutionality  is  decided  by  the 
courts,  rather  than  by  foe 
President  unilaterally,"  Boehner 
said.  Joining  Boehner  in  voting 
to  defend  the  law  were  Majority 
Leader  Eric  Cantor  of  Virginia 
and  Majority  Whip  Kevin 
McCarthy  of  California,  all  three 
Republicans.  Minority  Leader 
Nancy  Pelosi  of  California  and 
Minority  Whip  Steny  Hoyer  of 
Maryland,  foe  two  Democrats, 
voted  against  House  action. 

If  foe  lawsuits  against  DOMA 
are  successful,  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  forced  for  foe  first 
time  to  recognize  foe  same  sex 
marriages  of  states  such  as 
Massachusetts,  where  the  unions 
are  legal,  and  granCfedaral  bene- 
fits  to  same-sex  couples. 
Eventually,  all  states  could  be 
forced  to  recognize  foe  marriages. 

Tm  delighted  that  foe  House 
leadership  is  going  to  take  up 
foe  defense  of  DOMA,"  Richard 
Land,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist's  Ethics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  in  Nahville, 
told  Baptist  Press.  "It's  always 
better  to  have  an  advocate  wno 
believes  in  the  case  making  your 
arguments  rather  than  an 
Obama  administration  flunky 
going  through  foe  motions." 

Land  arM  others  had  been  crit¬ 
ical  of  the  way  the  Justice 
Department  was  defending  foe 


law,  saying  the  attorneys  weren't 
using  the  oest  arguments  in  its 
defense.  For  instance,  many 
courts  have  upheld  traditional 
marriage  laws  on  foe  basis  that 
they're  needed  to  encourage 
mother-father  homes  and 
"responsible"  procreation.  The 
Justice  Department,  though, 
refused  to  use  those  arguments. 

"I  am  grateful  foe  House  will 
initiate  a  vigorous  defense  of  foe 
Defense  of  Marriage  Act,"  said 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Bryant  Wright,  pastor 
of  Johnson  Feny  Church  in 
Marietta,  Ga.  "The  principles 
upon  which  DOMA  was  over¬ 
whelmingly  passed  by  Congress 
and  signed  into  law  by  former 
President  Clinton  IguutiA.  tXUS~ 
values  4  for  The  majority  of 
Americans.  I  luge  all  Southern 
Baptists  to  remain  diligent  in 
prayer  for  our  nation." 

Technically,  the  current 
lawsuits  only  target  half  of 
the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act 
—  the  part  that  defines  mar¬ 
riage  in  federal  law.  The  other 
half  of  DOMA  gives  states  the 
option  of  not  recognizing 
another  state's  same  sex  mar¬ 
riages.  Obama,  though,  has 
made  clear  he  opposes  the 
law  and  a  March  2  story  in 
The  Los  Angeles  Times  said 
homosexual  groups  are  ready 


to  target  the  entire  law  if  they 
win  tne  current  cases. 

If  the  entire  act  is  overruled, 
then  pro-traditional  marriage 
laws  on  foe  state  level  likely 
would  be  overturned  —  includ¬ 
ing  in  Mississippi  —  forcing  all 
50  states  '  7  recognize  same  sex 
marriages  from  states  where 
the  practice  is  legal. 

"I  applaud  tne  House  of 
Representatives  for  standing  in 
the  gap  to  defend  traditional 
marnage,"  said  Frank  Page,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  Executive 

Committee  in  Nashville. 

"Historically,  human  procre¬ 
ation  wifoin  foe  context  of  a  lov¬ 
ing  nudear  family  has  formed 
foe  basis  ofn  stabk  suuety.  This 
creational  pattern  occurs  in  the 
union  of  a  man  and  a  woman  in 
marriage,  and  is  a  central  tenet  in 
all  religions.  It  has  been  the  norm 
across  all  generations.  It  has  been 
the  ideal  in  virtually  all  cultures.  I 
pray  it  will  remain  so  in  our 
beloved  nation,"  Page  said. 

Edwin  Feulner,  president 
of  the  Heritage  Foundation,  a 
conservative  group,  said 
Obama's  lack  of  defense  may 
be  for  the  best. 

"DOMA  deserves  better  than 
the  half-hearted  defense  it  has 
been  getting  so  far,"  Feulner 
wrote  in  a  Townhall.com  column. 
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County  was  held  at  Pint 
Qnwra,  Booneville,  on  Feb. 
28.  Shown  is  speaker  Jim 
FutraL 


BAPTISTS 


1.  First  Church,  Belmont, 

recently  retired  the  debt  of 
$439,200  on  their  Family  Life 
Center.  Shown  are  Jerry 
McAnally,  Terrell  Pearson, 
Mark  Maroon,  Steve 
McAnally,  Bob  Yarber  Mark 
Henry,  and  pastor  Ray  Burks. 

2.  Richard  Douglas,  Fair  River 
Church,  Brookhaven,  cele¬ 
brated  the  completion  of  the 
first  well  of  the  goal  of  ten 
wells  in  ten  years.  Also,  Jerry 
and  Boobeye  Rankin  cele¬ 
brated  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  ofierir^  of  $55,240. 

3.  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 


presented 


certificates  to  Russell  Hood 
and  Tommy  Doughty,  Sr.,  of 
Canaan  Church,  Columbus. 
Shown  are  Robertson, 
Flood.  Doughty,  and  pastor 


11.  Canaan  Church,  Columbus 


Ezell:  church  planting  to  be  focus  of  new  NAMB  strategy 


Board  to  mobilize  and  equip  thousands  of 
irMSfc  EzeU  ^  T  fddrewing  churches,  alang  with  fire  associations 
ass°aataM^1  directors  of  and  existing  church  planting  networks, 
nusMons  and  church  planting  nussionar-  to  engage  in  church  planting 

ISt  hSTJSP8  il0!S.i^?eriCa  "A  South  Carolina  pastor  recently  told 

notjust  moving  the  deck  chairs  around."  me,  'My  church  wantsto  be  involved  in 
Ezell  spoke  during  NAMB’s  2011  planting  churches  but  we  don’t  know 
Associations!  Directors  of  Missions  how.*  That's  what  we  at  NAMB  want  to 
^  on.  2-1-23,  and  the  Church  help  them  do.  As  NAMB,  the  states,  and 
Missionary  Forum  on  Feb.  as  associations,  we  must  begin  to  think 

Kingdom- wise  to  reach  North  America, 
not  lust  think  about  our  own  church  or 
our  .local  association." 

During  his  one-hour  talk  followed  by 
.  questions  and  answers,  F.wll  outlined 
across  the  the  five-region  structure  under  which 
n  (SBC).  NAMB,  the  state  Baptist  conventions, 
sage  to  die  and  the  associations  will  work  together, 
th  planting  "We  re  not  putting  little  Nambies’ 
5*1  our  act  out  there  or  buying  buildings.  We’re 
I  while  not  building  a  huge  bureaucratic 
up  priority,  infrastructure  in  the  regions,"  Ezell 
.  We  are  not  said.  "It’s  not  very  glamorous." 
continue  to  The  initial  25  cities  listed  in  the  Send 
u  J1®  North  America  emphasis  "will  not  uld- 
gelism.  The  mately  be  the  only  cities  we  focus  on"  in 
I  is  to  bring  the  five  regions,  Ezell  said.  "It's  not  a  mat 

.  , - e  lostness.  ter  of  being  the  24th  dty  or  the  35th  city. 

told  the  associational  and  We  just  want  to  mobilize  Southern  Baptiste 


23-25,  both  in  Atlanta. 

Setting  forth  NAMB’s  new  Send 
North  America  evangelistic  church 
planting  strategy,  Ezell  said  the  mission 
board  intends  to  change  the  conversa¬ 
tion  on  church  planting  t 


cookies,  flowers,  and  cards  to 
members  of  die  community 
far  Valentine's  Day.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

&  The  Brotherhood  cf  Concord 
Church,  Booneville,  recog¬ 
nized  Bobby  Smart  as  the 
"Man  of  the  Year"  on  Baptist 
Men's  Day.  Shown  are  Lyle 
Bullock  and  Sou  it  1 

7.  The  children  and  youth  of 
ML  Olivet  Church,  Scott 


a  who  has  served  in  his  current  post  the 
h  last  three  years.  "I’m  a  firm  believer  in 
church  planting  and  I  think  it’s  great 
:e  that  it’s  now  NAMB’s  No.  1  prionty." 
>■  "One  thing  that  did  concern  me  is 
u  there  was  a  lot  of  generality  in  the 
it  new  job  description.  I’d  like  to  hear 


and  associations,  and  drat  many  state  E»»l 
and  association  staff  have  visited  NAMB.  missior 
"I  drink  we  can  change  the  conversa-  change 
tion,"  he  said.  "Leaders  change  the  con-  Effects 
versa tion.  We’re  still  refining  me  strategy  church 
together.  It’s  not  perfect  yeL  We  just  want  •  M 
to  send  out  a  dear  message  about  what  engage 
we  are  valuing  and  what  we  wjint  to  pro-  »  En 

mnh»  horaiKd  WO  all  Vtavro  tn  rkrnm  * 
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Strategist  aims  for  more  African  American  missionaries 

dtioiV/  it  is  a  commandment:  and  “ I'pnnU*  iuvp  mvtkc  m.:  m ,  >■  . . —  ■  _ .  ^ ,  j , > ,  ■ *  ,  • > • 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  A 
recent  report  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Executive 
Committee  affirms  what  Keith 
Jefferson,  the  new  African 
American  mobilization  strate¬ 
gist  for  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB),  realized 
when  he  set  foot  on  die  mission 
field:  God  can  use  ethnic 
minorities  in  a  big  way. 

The  ethnic  involvement 
report,  containing  a  number  of 
recommendations  for  greater 
ethnic  diversity  within  au  areas 
of  Southern  Baptist  life  includ¬ 
ing  international  missions,  will 
be  presented  to  messengers  at 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting  to 
be  held  in  June  in  Phoenix. 

African  Americans  "can 
serve  God  all  around  the 
world,"  Jefferson  says,  "not 
just  in  places  that  have  people 
of  African  origin." 

The  call  to  missions  is  iwt 
optional,  he  says.  "It  is  an  oblig- 


Revivals  and 
Homecomings 


Walthall  Church, 
Webster  Association: 
Revival,  Mar.  27  -  30; 
Sim.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Phil 
Glisson.  speaker;  Joe 


First  Church,  Belzoni: 
125th  anniversary.  Mar. 
27;  10  a.m.  -  noon;  guest 
speakers,  special  music, 
and  lunch. 

Benton  Church,  Yazoo 


ation;  it  is  a  commandment;  and 
no  child  jf  God  can  get  around 
the  Great  Commission  that 
Jesus  gave  us  —  preaching  die 
Gospel  to  all  peoples." 

Jefferson  spent  16 
years  as  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary 
sharing  Jesus  among 
Brazils  Quilombola 
people,  descendants 
o  f  escaped  African 
slaves.  More  accus¬ 
tomed  to  traveling  the 
Amazon  Basin  than 
sitting  behind  a  desk, 
the  role  of  African 
American  mobilizer  is 
new  to  Jefferson,  who 
accepted  the  role  fol¬ 
lowing  the  retirement  Jeff 
of  David  Cornelius 
last  December. 

"My  focus  a  to  encourage, 
challenge,  and  train  African 
American  churches  and  indi¬ 
viduals  in  being  on  mission 
with  God,"  Jefferson  says. 
"Some  think  that  missions  is  for 
people  who  are  spiritual 
giants...  Actually,  it  only  takes  a 
person  who  is  available  and 
willing,  has  the  strength  to  get 
on  and  off  an  airplane  and  hold 
a  conversation  with  somebody 
about  the  love  of  God." 

A  lack  of  exposure  to  inter¬ 
national  missions  and  some¬ 
times-overwhelming  domes¬ 
tic  problems  have  led  some 
ethnic  congregations  to  be 
involved  overseas,  as 
Jeffefson  sees  it.  He  points 
out  that  though  African 
Americans  make  up  an  esti¬ 
mated  six  percent  or  Southern 
Baptists,  they  represent  less 
than  one  percent  of  IMB  mis¬ 
sionaries  serving  on  the  field. 


Jefferson 


"People  have  myths  and  mis¬ 
conceptions  about  people  who 
do  missions,"  he  says.  ^Before  I 
went  to  the  field,  about  the  only 
missionary  I  knew  was  an  older 

_  white  guy  with  black- 

rimmed  glasses, 

white  socks,  and 
flood-bottom  pants. 

"Now,  I'm  an 
African  American 
who  met  Christ  in  a 
Southern  Baptist 
church  at  the  age  of 
18  and  I  never  saw 
an  African 

American  mission¬ 
ary  until.  I  turned 
42.  When  1  finally 
met  this  guy,  I  reaf- 
rson  ized  that  African 
Americans  can  be 
missionaries.  People 
identify  with  their  same  eth¬ 
nicity;  Tm  black,  he's  blade 
He's  doing  it,  so  I  can  do  it../ 
You'd  mink  this  wouldn’t  be 
necessary  but  people  are  people. 
It's  always  helpful  for  them  to 
see  someone  bom  their  ethnic 
group  doing  God's  work." 

It  was  Cornelius  who  first 
challenged  leflerson,  then  a  bivo- 
cationaT  church  planter  and 
chaplain,  to  consider  serving 
Goa  on  "foreign  soil." 

"Honestly,  1  was  a  little  bit 
irritated  that  he  didn't  think 
that  my  mission  pastor  work 
was  sufficient,  Jefferson 
laughs.  "I  mean,  here  I  am,  a 
mission  pastor  and  a  full-time 
chaplain.  1  am  serving  God." 

When  Cornelius  asked 
Jefferson's  wife  Deborah  the 
same  question,  she  surprised 
her  husbend  by  immediately 
saying  she  would  pray  about  it 
After  two  fortuitous  encounters 
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with  missionaries  from  the  two  "We  1 
countries  in  which  Cornelius  serving  < 
had  suggested  the  couple  con-  and  stat 
sider  working  Jefferson  says  know 
God  confirmed  the  family's  call  Jefferson 
to  missions  and  within  a  year  African , 
theywere  in  Brazil  front  of 

'’David  [Cornelius]  told  me  voice,  ar 
that  in  Braizil  there  are  many  Thou 
people  of  African  origin  that  his  minS 
were  asking  our  missionaries,  says  he'i 
who  at  that  time  were  all  ing  Afri 
Caucasian,  'Are  there  black  toconsk 
Christians  in  America?'  and  our  way  Coi 
missionaries  said.  My  good- 
ness,  sure.  There  are  many  ere  to  d 
black  Christians  and  black  that's  no 
churches,'  §md  they  said,  but  areprett 
you  are  here  and  they  aren't  If  villages,' 
there  are  black  Christians,  An 
wouldn't  they  be  here  too?'  any  b 
"That  was  an  awakening  to  there's 
me  that  there  is  such  a  Lack  of  reach  t 
African  Americans  serving  reach.  ’ 
around  the  world."  the  blar 

Among  Jefferson's  top  pri-  reached 
orities  is  a  greater  networking  never  r 
of  African  American  churches  pie  that 
to  connect  them  with  African  so  God 
American  missionaries  sonaliti 
already  overseas.  body  in 


"We  have  African  Americans 
serving  on  the  field,  and  their  dty 
and  state  associations  may  not 
know  that  they're  there," 
Jefferson  says.  "We  want  to  put 
African  American  missionaries  in 
front  of  congregations  by  video, 
voice,  and  Skype  interviews" 
Though  he  admits  he  misses 
his  ministry  in  Brazil,  Jefferson 
says  he's  excited  about  challeng¬ 
ing  African  American  believers 
to  consider  missions  in  the  same 
way  Cornelius  challenged  him. 

"forking  to  bring  more  labor¬ 
ers  to  the  field  at  nry  age  (57), 
that’s  not  a  bad  move.  The  roads 
are  pretty  rough  into  Quilombola 
villages  ’  Jefferson  laughs 
"A  missionary  can  be  from 
any  background  because 
there's  someone  that  he  can 
reach  that  no  one  else  can 
reach.  That  missionary  with 
the  black-rimmed  glasses,  he 
reached  people  that  I  could 
never  reach.  I  can  reach  peo¬ 
ple  that  he’ll  never  reach,  and 
so  God  uses  our  unique  per¬ 
sonalities  to  dick  with  some¬ 
body  in  another  country." 
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Breakout  lessons  led  by  faculty  of  the  School  of  Theology  and  M«»ons 

-  _ 


Staff 

Changes 


The  Oxford  Center 

Your  Local  Extension  of 
Mid-America  Seminary 

•  A  convenient,  affordable  training  oDtion 

•  Earn  either  Associate  oY-Master  of  Divinity 
degrees 

•  Classes  meet  each  Monday  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Oxford  (800  Van  Buren  «  Oxford,  MS) 


The  new  William  Carey 
University  Student 
Government  Association 
(SGA)  officers  for  the  2011 
-  2012  school  year  are; 
(front  row,  left  to  right) 
Sarah  Nobles  of  Purvis; 
DeepaH  Amatya  of 
Lalitpui;  India;  Bibhusha 
Pradnan  of  Kathmandu, 


Rachel  Harris  of  Petal;  Jay 
Holifield  of  Pascagoula; 
Randi  Clark  of  Purvis; 
Colton  Lee  of  Poplarvtile; 
Jonathan  Clements  of 
Petal;  Nicky  Holland  of 
Meridian;  Anton 

Haeggloef  of  Stockholm, 
Sweden;  Benjamin  Gerhart 
of  Millport  Ala.;  Patrick 
Earley  of  Raceland,  La.; 
Quinton  Soronen  of 
Collinsville;  and  Chelsey 
Maywalt  of  Carriere. 

Mississippi  College 
football  players  tackled 
a  new  assignment  Mar.  2 
as  participants  in  Read 
Across  America,  a  day  to 
celebrate  the  birthday  of 
Dr.  Seuss.  Showing  up 

in  fKoir 


Carson;  Ma-ian  Mauseth 
of  Indianola;  Amanda 
Sumrall  of  Clinton;  Torrie 
Atkins  of  Hattiesburg;  and 
Nafiyah  Younes  of 
Picayune,  (back  row,  left  to 
right)  Laila  Younes  of 
Picayune;  Nina  Tessin  of 
Richland  Hills,  Texas 


Bhutan  will  be  in  the  spot¬ 
light  at  Mist  issippi 
College's  fourth  annual 
International  Festival  on 
March  25.  The  90-minute 
event  will  combine  a  fash¬ 
ion  show  with  music, 
dancing  and  other  enter¬ 
tainment  on  stage  at  Swor 
Auditorium.  The  show 
begins  at  7  p.m.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  free  and  open  to 
MC  faculty,  staff  and  stu¬ 
dents.  Jackson  area  resi¬ 
dents  are  also  invited.  For 
more  information,  contact 
Andrea  Haynes  at  (601) 
925-7705  or 

ahaynes@mc.edu. 

Randall  Miller, 

Mississippi  College, 
received  the  outstanding 
speaker  award  at  a  college 
debate  tournament  at  Sam 
Houston  State  University. 
Miller  was  among  136 
debaters  at  the  double 
tournament  on  the  Texas 
campus  March  4-6.  Other 
schools  completing  includ¬ 
ed  East  Texas  Baptist,  the 
University  of  Arkansas- 
Monticello,  Louisiana 

Houston  State. 


Mississippi  College's^ 

School  of  Nursing  is 
presenting  its  annual 
Health  Fair  on  April 
11th.  The  fair's  theme  is 
"Don't  Jeopardize  Your 
Health!"  Trie  event  will 
be  held  at  the  Baptist 
Healthplex  on  the 
Clinton  campus  from 
8:30  a.m.  until  11:30 
a.m.  This  free  fair  will 
provide  health  screen¬ 
ings  targeting  adults 
who  are  40-years-old 
and  up.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the 
Health  Fair,  contact  the 
MC  School  of  Nursing 
at  601-925-3391. 

Mississippi  College 
biology  professor,  Beth 
Dunigan  has  been  named 
MC  Distinguished  Arts  & 
Sciences  Lecturer  for  the 
College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences.  The  Clinton  res¬ 
ident  teaches  human 
gross  anatomy,  biology, 
and  comparative  and 
developmental  anatomy. 


in  their  Choctaws  uni¬ 
forms  were  MC  tackle 
Justin  Cardwell  of 
Birmingham,  defensive 
end  Sam  Maze  of  Arab, 
Alabama,  linebacker 
Dallas  Bogle  of  Crystal 
Lake,  Illinois  and  receiv¬ 
er  Randal  Pharr  of 
Memphis. 


3.  Mississippi  College's 
equestrian  team  ended  its 
fourth  regular  season  by 
winning  first-place  hon¬ 
ors  at  the  March  6  compe¬ 
tition  at  Murray  State 
University.  With  Sunday's 
showing,  MC  topped 
Sewanee  and  Vandertiilt 
that  finished  tied  for  sec¬ 
ond  place.  MC's  27  points 
beat  out  Sewanee  and 
Vanderbilt  by  two  points. 
An  MC  freshman  and 
Jackson  Academy  gradu¬ 
ate,  Heather  Hays,  shown, 
impressed  the  judges  with 
a  strong  performance 
Sunday.  She  finished  as 
tiie  high  point  rider. 

4.  Students  from  such  coun¬ 
tries  as  China,  Nepal, 
India,  South  Korea  and 


Ireland 


Depart  July  14,  2011 


1.  Calvary  Church, 

Pascagoula,  has  called 
Mike  Moreland  as 
youth  pastor. 


V  for  information,  reservations,  itinerary,  and  letter  from 
5  your  chaplain  with  Ms  phone  number  call  7  days  (week 
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memorials 

Mo.  Inez  Evans 

Lucy  Krone  SSG  New 
Prospect  BC 
Frances  Fisher 

Mil  <r  Mrs.  John  Wayne 
VanHom 

Mrs.  Edith  M.  Fitzgerald 

Mrs.  Virginia  S.  Marcus 
Ms  Billie  Ford 

Russ  4  Barbara  Ford 
Katie  Fortenberry 

Mr  fc  Mrs.  Billy  Russell 
Me  lease  Foster 

Mr  Frank  Brewer 

n  L  r».  .11:1 

“ur»y  rumiove 

John*  Nancy  Miller 
Josephine  B.  Fulton 

Bill  k  Patty  Dickerson 
Nita  Gable 

Mrs  BobbyeH  Hankins 
Mrs.  Inna  Gant 

Mr*  Mrs.  Crag  L 


A-GGamer  Jr 

Neal  it  Emily  McLain 
Mary  Geoghegan 

Bobby  fc  Carolyn  Harper 
Mrs  Jimmie  Germany  ESRi? 

Carl  &  Done  Coleman 
Darryl  Gbson 

Mr  Ac  Mrs  Ernest  H. 
ClDpp 
Clay  Gilliam 

Mis  Gayann  Gilliam 


Frances  Graeber 

Bill  fc  Deeca  Barbee 
Mrs  Ora  Lindsay  Graham 
Jimmy  4c  Jo  Jenkins 
Mrs  frothy  Gray 

Mr.  fc  Mrs  Buck  Pace 
Eva  Grayson 

Mis  Ruby  R.  Shelton 
Mrs  Beulah  Green 

Rudy  fc  Tbmmie  Lou 
Grerm 


Mr  fc  Mrs  BUly  RuaaeQ 
Lofa  K.  Greer 

Doug  fc  Gail  JohnsSon 


Mr  fc  Mrs  Thomas  Allen 
Mrs  Maggie  Haggard 

MsMary  CGardner 
Mis  Neima  Hakes 

Mrs  Mildred  E  Witchen 
Bill  Hamilton 

Mr  fc  Mis  Thomas  ADen 
Kathryn  Hardy 

Ms  Bonnie  Austin 
Mis  Edna  Earle  Horington 
Galilee  BC  Gloster 
Mr  fc  Mis  Greg  E 

Wilkinson 

Mis  Lou  Hanington 

Mr  fc  ’  fra.  J.  E  Hamel  Jr 
Capt  Anthony  R.  Tony"  Harris 
Raymond  fc  Betty  Hams 

lyter  &  Heather  Hjuxis 
R-F.-Bir  Harris 

Steadfast  Class.  FBC 
Charleston 
Evie  Grace  Harrison 

Mr  fc  Mis  Elmo  Harrison 
Carr  Haskins 
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Mr  fc  Mis  Lester  Haddooc 
Dot  BouchiUion 
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Mr  fc  Mrs  KrendaO 

t_t - n 

noweu 

Ad.  7  SS  Dept,  FBC 
Mrtjomb 


II 


I 


I 


I 


0  I  1 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 


cannot  totally  retreat  that  a  lightning  bug  and  light 


Relationships  Under  Stress 

I  Peter  2:11-12;  3:1-12 

By  Bobby  McKa 


ships  with  others  is  ■  %  ., 
largely  on  how  we  treat  Hm 
or  relate  with  one  I 
another.  Our  conduct 
as  believers  is  always  h 
on  display 

Foreigners 

(I  Peter  2:11-12) 

In  the  NASB,  Christians  are 
called  'aliens  and  strangers". 
Have  you  ever  felt  like  a  for- 
eigner?  I  recall  last  year  while 

mv  Unfo  and  T  _ _  _  Jiff _ 


"I  would  love  being  a  pas¬ 
tor  if  I  didn't  have  to  be 
around  people."  This  state¬ 
ment  was  not  said  by  yours 
truly,  but  rather  it  is  one  I 
have  heard  from  time  to  time, 
usually  in  an  attempt  to  be 
humorous.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  no  matter  your 
ministry  or  profession,  you 
are  required  to  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with  people  on  a  regular 
basis.  While  it  is  an  under¬ 
statement  to  say  this,  presents 
challenges  foi  all  of  us,  it  also 
affords  us  many  opportunities 
to  share  Christ  along  the  way. 

In  our  study  tl 


my  wife  and  I  were  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  state  being  in  the  midst  of 
many  people  that  spoke  in  a 
variety  of  languages.  It  is  a 
strange  feeling  to  be  the  only 
ones  speaking  English  while 
many  other  cultures  and  lan- 


in  our  study  this  week,  guages  are  encompassing  you. 
Peter  provides  us  practical  This  is  the  image  that  Peter 
insight  on  how  we  are  to  con-  had  in  mind.  It  serves  us  well 
nect  with  those  in  the  world,  edo  remember  that  we  are  to  be 
at  home,  and  fellow  believ>  different  from  the  sinful  world, 
ere.  In  a  word,  the  lesson  is  The  longing  may  arise  to  with- 
a bout  behavior.  The  sincerity  draw  from  the  world  but  that 
and  depth  of  our  relation-  is  not  realistic.  The  reason  we 


Explore  the  Bible 

Live  up  to  the  Gospel 

B  Philippian*  1:27-2:11 


By  Cyndi  Grace _  in  Him,  but  also  to  suffer 

rn  .  f'*  Him...  (vs  29) 

We  are  Christian  wimps.  Following  Christ 
Face  it,  "Jesus  will  give  you  a  includes  suffering;  there 
good  life. ..free  of  sickness  is  no  getting  around  it, 
and  heartache'  is  what  we  but  we  often  act  like  this 
imply  to  a  hurting  world,  but  was  only  true  of  the  early 


T 


We  are  Christian  wimps. 
Face  it,  "Jesus  will  give  you  a 
good  life. ..free  of  sickness 


without  the  cross, 
grace  without  Jesus 
Christ,  living  and 
incarnate. ..Costly 
grace  is  the  call  of 
Jesus  Christ  at  which 
the  disciple  leaves 
his  nets  and  follows 
Him."  The  true  dis¬ 
ciple  gives  his  all, 
ace  often  his  own  life. 

Living  the  truth  of 
the  gospel  that  Jesus  taught 


Jesus  didn  t  die  so  you  could  "easy"  will  never  happen  if  in  Philippi  to  hold  on. ..don't 
nave  a  good  day!  He  died  to  we  follow  Ovist  completely.  give  up  even  if  you  are  called 
you  to  a  Most  Holy  I  have  recently  re-read  The  to  give  your  lire... reminding 
r°“  ,  even  warned  us  Cost  of  Discipleship  by  them  this  is  NOT  your  home 

in  John  16:33b  "In  this  world  Dietrich  Bonhocner  ana  have  So  how  can  we  do  this? 
you  wiu  have  trouble.  But  found  it  very  applicable  to  Together!  Paul  states  we  are 
take  heart!  I  have  overcome  our  lesson  today.-  Bonhoeffer,  not  in  this  alone... ho  savs  in 
the  world."  Perhaps  we  have  ‘  '  - 


uimt  Item:  i  nave  overcome  our  lesson  today.-  Bonhoeffer,  not  in  this  alone. ..he  says  in 
the  world."  Perhaps  we  have  who  was  lulled  by  Hitler  in  verse  27.  "we  stand  firm  in 
replaced  the  truth  of  the  1945,  had  been  a  strong  voice  one  spirit!"  [emphasis  mine] 
gospel  with  what  we  want  for  the  church  to  stand  up  Chapter  2  continues  by 
because  we  are  wimps  and  against  this  dictator  who  was  describing  what  unity  is. 
don  t  want  to  suffer.  silencing  the  on  every  level.  Paul  puts  them  on  notice  bv 


because  we  are  wimps  and 
don't  want  to  suffer. 


-wun  i  want  to  suner.  silencing  the  on  eveiy  level.  Paul  puts  them  on  notice  bv 

m.M-  •  1 avln8  just  told  the  In  his  DOt,  published  in  stating  if  you  have  received 
"‘jippians  about  his  personal  1937,  he  describes  two  types  anything  from  Christ  then 
suffering  now  confronts  them  of  grace:  cheap  grace  and  they  could  complete  Paul's 
with  the  truth  about  what  it  costly  grace.  In  short,  (for  the  joy  by  doing  some  pretty 
means  to  truly  follow  Christ:  entire  book  is  a  discussion  in  important  "tnens"  (which 
For  it  has  been  given  to  you  on  '*  ’  v  "  ’ 

L,L .1/ __a  - .z_L.tr. 


‘  ."  /“If  y*Tn  X,ven  w  y°u  on  *his)  "cheap  grace  is  grace  might  just  border  on  "med- 

<~nnst  s  behalf  not  only  to  believe  without  discipleship,  grace  dling!")  If  we  are  truly  saved. 


truly  one  with  Christ  then 
we,  as  a  congregation,  are  to 
be  like-minded,  sharing  the 
same  love,  in  one  spirit  and 
one  purpose.  He  is  saying 
that  to  make  this  thing  work 
and  be  victorious,  we  all  have 
to  be  unified,  listening  to  one 
voice... the  voice  of  God.  He 
continues,  "do  nothing  from 
selfish  ambition."  In  God's 
kingdom.  He  is  in  charge  and 
all  of  His  disciples  are  to  fol¬ 
low  His  orders— both  leader¬ 
ship  and  congregation!  When 
we  all  want  to  do  what  we 
want  there  are  divisions  and 
fighting.  It  is  often  that  way 
in  our  congregations  and  is 
evident  when  we  argue  over 
the  smallest  things  while  not 
being  concerned  about 
advancing  the  gospel. 
Bonheoffer  describes  two 
types  of  community  (unity)  in 
the  church:  true,  spiritual 
community,  and  false,  emo¬ 
tional  community.  The  emo¬ 
tional  community  is  one  that 
is  ruled  by  power,  technique, 
and  abilities  [selfish  ambi¬ 
tion]  and  the  spiritual  com¬ 
munity  is  ruled  by  the  Word 
of  God  and  the  Spirit.  The  dif¬ 


ference  is  our  attitude  and 
Paul  gives  them  (and  us)  the 
model  of  Christ.  I  challenge 
you  to  read  slowly  and  aloud 
verses  2:5-11.  This  is  costly 
grace!  Jesus  Christ  gave  up 
everything  for  us — can  we 
give  any  less? 

Dietnch  Bonhoeffer  under¬ 
stood  that  becoming  a  true  dis¬ 
ciple  of  Christ  might  cost  him 
his  life.  Paul  understood  Butt 
following  Christ  might  cost 
him  his  life.  Peter,  James, 
John... all  understood  that 
Jesus  meant  business  when  He 
said,  "Unless  you  take  up  your 
cross  and  follow  me,  you  can¬ 
not  be  my  disciple.  (Luke 
14:27)  Somewhere  in  the  twen¬ 
ty-first  century,  we  have  for¬ 
gotten  that  grace  is  costly.  Let 
me  end  today  with  a  final 
quote  from  Bonhoeffer,  "Costly 
grace  is  the  sanctuary  of  God;  it 
has  to  be  protected  from  the 
world,  and  not  thrown  to  the 
dogs."  Today,  let  us  live  up  to 
the  truth  of  the  gospel  for  it 
cost  God  everything. 

Grace  is  a  conference  speaker 
and  Bible  teacher  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Clinton. 
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/Congressman: Women's  Day  no  cause  for  celebration  in  China 


WASHINGTON  {BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Females  in  China  had 
little  reason  to  celebrate  the  100th 
anniversary  of  International 
Women’s  Day  on  March  8,  a 
United  States  congressman  and 
human  rights  activists  said. 

Rep.  Chris  Smith,  (R-NT), 
and  fellow  opponents  of  foe 
communist  giant’s  oppressive, 
population-control  program 
tola  reporters  Chinese  women 
are  suffering  in  unprecedent¬ 
ed  fashion  under  what  is 
known  as  the  one-child  policy, 
which  limits  the  number  of 
children  women  can  have. 

"The  coercive  enforcement  of 
China's  one-child  policy  does 
more  violence  against  women 
and  girls  than  any  other  official 
policy  on  earth  and  any  other 
official  policy  in  the  history  of 
the  world,"  said  Reggie 
Littlejohn,  president  of  Women's 
Rights  Without  Frontiers. 


China's  one-child  policy 
generally  limits  couples  in 
urban  areas  to  one  child  and 
those  in  rural  areas  to  two,  if 
the  first  is  a  girl.  Parents  in 
cities  now  may  hcve  second 
babies  if  the  husband  and 
wife  were  only  children. 

The  government  also  requires 
all  women  to  have  a  birth  permit 
before  becoming  pregnant,  and  it 
monitors  the  reproductive  cycles 
of  women  of  child-bearing  age. 

The  state  actions  against 
women  have  included  raced 
abortions  on  women  in  the 
eighth  and  ninth  months  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  as  well  as  compulsory 
sterilizations  and  infanticide, 
according  to  reports.  Penalties  for 
violations  of  the  policy  also  have 
included  fines,  arrests,  and  the 
destruction  of  homes. 

Smith  called  the  policy  foe 
"most  heinous  attack  on  women 
ever."  Reports  have  surfaced  of 
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full-term  babies  being  tom  from 
their  mothers'  bodies  and  placed 
face-down  in  a  bucket  of  water  at 
the  foot  of  the  delivery  table. 

"[TJoo  few  people  outside 
China  understand  foe  massive 
and  cruel  repression  and  vio¬ 
lence  perpetrated,  intentionally 
and  systematically,  on  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  of  women"  by 
the  government,  he  said. 

International  Women's  Day 
has  celebrated  since  1911  what 
foe  sponsoring  organization 
describes  as  the  ’'economic,  polit¬ 
ical,  and  social  achievements  of 
women."  For  more  than  30  years, 
however,  Chinese  women  have 
lived  under  a  regime  marked  by 
forced  abortion,  coercive  steril¬ 
ization,  and  even  infanticide  of 
female  babies  as  male  children 
are  seen  as  mote  desirable  under 
the  one-child  policy. 

The  repercussions  ate  mount¬ 
ing,  Smith  and  Littlejohn  said  at 


a  Capitol  Hill  news  conference 
on  foe  eve  of  International 
Women’s  Day,  and  indude: 

•  500  suiddes  per  day  by 
Chinese  women,  according  to  foe 
World  Health  Organization, 
making  China  foe  only  country 
in  foe  world  with  a  higher  female 
suicide  rate  than  that  of  males. 

•  More  than  120  male  babies 
bom  for  every  100  female 
babies  bom,  in  a  growing  gen¬ 
der  imbalance  that  will  leave 
bv  2020  as  many  as  40  million 
Chinese  men  unable  to  find 
wives  "because  they  have  been 
•exterminated,"  Smith  said. 

One  of  the  fallouts  from  the 
gender  imbalance  is  an  increas¬ 
ing  sex  trafficking  problem,  the 
congressman  told  reporters. 

'’China  is  on  foe  cusp  of 
being  the  haven  for  sex  traf¬ 
fickers,"  Smith  said.  "It  is  a 
magnet  today  that  will  only 
get  worse  because  of  the  lack 


apparent  indifference  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  Obama  adminis¬ 
tration  and  foe  United  Nations. 

He  asked  U.S.  Secretary  of 
State  Hillary  Clinton  at  a 
recent  congressional  hearing  if 
President  Obama  had  raised 
the  issue  of  forced  abortion 
with  Chinese  President  Hu 
Jintao.  Clinton  said  she  did  not 
know.  Smith  told  reporters. 

"That. in  and  of  itself,  under¬ 
scores  how  this  issue  has  been 
trivialized,"  Smith  said. 

He  criticized  U.S  funding 
of  the  United  Nations 
Population  Fund  (UNFPA), 
which  has  been  found  to  sup¬ 
port  China's  one-child  pro¬ 
gram.  Obama  has  reinstituted 
support  for  UNFPA,  provid¬ 
ing  more  than  $100  million  to 
the  agency  the  last  two  years. 


March  17,  2011 


